
 

 

 

 

LANCASTER TOWNSHIP ZONING HEARING BOARD 

1240 Maple Avenue, Lancaster, PA 

 
August 24, 2021 

 

AGENDA 

 

CALL TO ORDER at 7:00 PM – by Chairman John Metzger 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG 

 

APPROVE & SIGN MINUTES – July 27, 2021 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

None 

 

  

OLD BUSINESS: 

ZHB2021-0005 – 1608 Marietta Ave – Special Exception, Variance, and Appeal from Zoning 

Officer – Continued from July 27, 2021 Meeting 

Ecklin Properties LLC has applied for a Special Exception of the Lancaster Township Zoning Ordinance 

(2012) pursuant to Chapter 280-403.2 for 1608 Marietta Ave, Lancaster, PA 17603 (Parcel #340-76831-

0-0000) to allow for the use of the property as a Commercial Recreational Facility. The applicant has 

also applied for a Variance of the Lancaster Township Zoning Ordinance (2012) pursuant to Chapter 

280-1401.1 for the same parcel due to the existing landscaping on the property. The applicant has also 

appealed an Enforcement Notice issued by the Township dated May 21, 2021, for violation of Chapter 

280-403.2.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Lancaster Township Zoning Hearing 

Board will be held on Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at 7:00 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please see other side  



Lancaster Township Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB) 

 
The primary purpose of a ZHB is to help assure a fair and equitable application and 

administration of the township zoning ordinance. The ZHB schedules hearings on 

applications and appeals that come before it, takes evidence, and issues written 

decisions with findings of fact and conclusions of law. 

 

The Hearing 

 

The reason for the hearing will be clearly outlined at the beginning. 

There is a definite structure to the hearing, and those in support of, or in opposition to 

the application will be instructed as to when they can ask questions and provide input 

or opinion. 

Please pay close attention to those instructions. You will have your chance to do both. 

 

A few important things to remember… 

 This is a legal proceeding so govern yourself accordingly. All witnesses are 

sworn in. 

Only speak when provided the opportunity. 

Please provide your name and address every time you address the board or the 

applicant. 

 

After all the testimony has been heard, there are concluding remarks and information 

will be provided as to when a decision is expected to be made. The hearing will then 

be adjourned. 

 

Types of Hearings 

Several matters are enumerated by the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code 

(MPC) as the exclusive jurisdiction for the ZHB to hear and decide. The two most 

typical are Variances and Special Exceptions. 

 

Variances 

An application for a Variance seeks permission to do something which is not in 

conformance with the Zoning Ordinance. The applicant seeks to override the Zoning 

Ordinance, justified by the existence of unnecessary hardship. The proof of such 

hardship is incumbent on the applicant. 

The variance, if authorized, will represent the minimum variance that will afford relief 

and will represent the least modification possible of the regulation in issue. 

In granting any variance, the board may attach such reasonable conditions and 

safeguards as it may deem necessary to implement the purposes of the MPC and the 

Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Special Exceptions 

It is important to realize that the term Special Exception is somewhat a misnomer. It is 

neither special nor is it an exception. 

A special exception is a use envisioned by the ordinance, and, if the express standards 

and criteria established by the ordinance are met, the use is one permitted by the 

ordinance. 

In granting a special exception, the ZHB may attach such reasonable conditions and 

safeguards, in addition to those expressed in the ordinance, as it may deem necessary 

to implement the purposes of the MPC and the zoning ordinance.   


